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SHARON I. EDEN, MD

The years 2020 and 2021 have generated significant challenges in healthcare,
taking us out of our “comfort zones”. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a profound effect on us all. I, for one, believe that we learn from every experience,
good or bad. Living through a pandemic has resulted in unprecedented unity
and creativity in our healthcare system despite extreme physical, emotional and
financial stressors. We learned to care for each other and ourselves as we continued care for our patients.

The South Carolina Obstetrical and Gynecological Society has remained steadfast as a voice for patients’ rights as you will see in the Legislative section of
this newsletter. We are strong and confident women’s healthcare providers Future Meeting Dates
and our SC Ob/Gyn Society supports each of us as we strive to survive and ACOG Annual Clinical & Scientific
practice throughout our ever-changing environment. I am confident we can
April 30 - May 2, 2021
Virtual
meet and manage the current forces that are reshaping our profession.
Now is the time for each member of our Society to invite colleagues to join us
to sustain our Society and effect future progress.
I am looking forward to seeing you in October in Asheville to celebrate our
75th anniversary!

SC Ob/Gyn Society
Annual Meeting
October 1 - 3, 2021
Asheville, North Carolina
ACOG District IV
October 8 - 10, 2021
Norfolk, Virginia

Report of the South Carolina Section ACOG. . .
Amy Crockett, MD, Section Chair
Interim Advisory Meeting March, 2021
Amy Crockett, MD, MSPH Section Chair
Dawn Bingham, MD, Section Vice Chair
Ryan Cuff, MD, Section Sec/Treas
Website: https://www.scobgynsociety.com/important-dates
Instagram: @scobgynsociety
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/scobgyn/

General Comments
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted many of the activities of the South Carolina Section this year. There were no
in-person meetings or events this year, either for the Junior Fellows or the larger Section.
Annual Section Meeting Report
The SC OB/GYN Society Annual Meeting, scheduled for October 2020, was cancelled due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. Dr. Sharon Eden is this year’s Society president. Our SC OB/GYN Society remains independent of the SC
Section, but the groups work together on meeting planning and legislative activities.
Fund Balance & Summary of Section Financial Status
The South Carolina Section remains in good financial standing with adequate reserve and investment balances.
Junior Fellow Activities
Each of South Carolina’s three medical schools has active OB/GYN interest groups and plan various activities
throughout a typical academic year. The South Carolina Section financially supports each medical student interest
group. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we do not have a report from the Junior Fellows for this meeting.
Special Projects
South Carolina Birth Outcomes Initiative
Our perinatal quality collaborative has not been able to meet in person since February, 2019. It continues to hold
monthly virtual meetings, and has served as a good resource for dissemination of information about the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on pregnant women in South Carolina. Additionally, it has facilitated dissemination of information about the safety of vaccines in pregnant and nursing women. South Carolina joined the national Alliance for
Innovation in Maternal Health (AIM) intiative in 2019. We are continuing work on hypertension and hemorrhage, and
look forward to having more direction from AIM on future bundles like disparities toolkits. We renewed the contract
for the SimCoach simulation training at all SC hospitals with labor and delivery services, but these in-person trainings
have been suspended due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The SC BOI plans to advocate for a 12 month extension of postpartum Medicaid coverage for women following delivery.
Maternal Mortality Review Committee
The South Carolina Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Review committee continues met quarterly, although remotely,
in 2020. The committee is supported by the SC Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC). DHEC
houses the committee and provides the necessary administrative support. The annual report to the legislature was
published in March 2020. https://www.scstatehouse.gov/reports/DHEC/mmmr-2020-Final.pdf The committee presents its findings and any recommendations for improving maternal outcomes to the Birth Outcomes Initiative (BOI)
in late spring.
(Cont. Page 3)
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Report of the South Carolina Section ACOG (Cont.). . .

Legislative Report . . .
ACOG SC Section Legislative Report
Dawn Bingham, MD, MPH, FACOG
ACOG SC Section Vice Chair and Legislative Chair
February 21, 2021
Our Legislature is in the first year of our two year session, which ends in May 2022. Several of our advocates for
women’s health issues did not win their seats back during the November 2020 elections. As soon as session
started, Senate bill 1, the “Fetal Heartbeat bill”, a near total ban on abortion in SC, was debated and passed by the
SC legislature and then signed by Governor McMaster on Feb. 18, 2021. Within 24 hours, a federal court blocked
Senate Bill 1 from enforcement, ensuring that abortion care is still legal in South Carolina for the time being.
While the current court intervention is temporary, we are hopeful that there will be swift legal action to permanently block this unconstitutional ban. ACOG SC officers and members offered testimony opposing this bill, and
wrote OpEds for state newspapers, and were available for press conferences. Together with ACOG National team
and coalition partners, we have generated a social media graphic (below) and an open letter in opposition to this
legislation that has gathered over 550 signatures of SC healthcare workers. Thank you! The letter was emailed to
all members of the SC Legislature, and a hard copy was distributed to them on the floor for review during debate.
In addition to essentially banning abortion, this bill criminalizes physicians with 2 years felony incarceration and
$10,000 fine, as well as mandates that physicians must report rape/incest victims who seek abortion care to law
enforcement. We will keep you updated as it moves through the court system. There are several other pieces of
legislation regarding abortion healthcare and personhood bills that we will be tracking. If you would like to add
your name, you can still sign the ACOG SC open letter in opposition
(Cont. Page 4)
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Legislative Report (Cont). . .
With the help of our lobbyist, we are currently tracking 70 pieces of legislation that could impact women’s health
and the practice of OB/GYN in South Carolina. This includes bills in the following areas - If you have an interest
or expertise in one or more of these topics, please feel free to contact me at: binghamdawn46@gmail.com
Tracking COVID liability legislation for physicians
Tracking telehealth/COVID legislation
Tracking proposed Medicaid Changes and/or Medicaid Expansion
Defunding Planned Parenthood: proviso in budget
Medical Marijuana Bill (several): This issue has been debated over the last 4 years and has a good
chance of passing during the next two sessions.
Pharmacy Access Bill; specifically pertaining to OTC contraceptives
Dignity in Pregnancy and Childbirth Act –healthcare facilities to provide implicit bias training for
perinatal healthcare providers
Midwives Integration of Birthing Centers and Midwives bill - DHEC regulations to integrate birthing centers and licensed midwives into perinatal care services.
ACOG is holding the national Congressional Leadership Conference (CLC) virtually this year March 21st-23rd
due to the pandemic, and South Carolina will be represented by several physicians in our advocacy meetings with
staffers from Sen. Scott’s and Sen. Graham’s office, as well as staffers for US House Representatives for South
Carolina. Any SC ACOG physician can attend the CLC – and this year it is even easier because it is virtual! You
can register at the Congressional Leadership Conference (CLC) website if you are interested in advocacy on
women’s health issues at the Federal level.
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Meeting Update . . .
The 75th Annual Meeting will be held at the Grove Park Inn in Asheville, North Carolina
October 1 - 3, 2021. Please mark your calendar and plan to join us for this milestone event!

New Members . . .
Please encourage your partners to join the state society. Candidate membership is available for Board
eligible physicians at one-half the annual active membership dues. Affiliate membership is now available for nurses, nurse practitioners, physician’s assistants, certified midwives and other licensed providers involved in women’s health care. You may contact Beth Owens for membership applications or
apply on line via the society website.

2021 Dues Payable Now. . .
The 2021 dues are now payable. Please refer to the Society Website for further options regarding payment and update of personal information. You may pay your annual dues by mail or on-line using
PayPal through the society website. When you click “process payment” on the dues notice form, the
PayPal page will open and you can select the blue button to use your PayPal account OR select the grey
button which allows you to “Pay with debit or credit card”. Checks can be mailed directly to Beth
Owens at the address listed below. The by-laws state that all dues must be paid by the date of the annual
meeting.
Members who have reached their 60th birthday and have paid their dues for the current year may apply
for Emeritus membership. Please contact Beth Owens if you have any questions about your dues status.
Please make note of the change of address for the Society - 10120 Two Notch Road, Box 340,
Columbia SC, 29223 as dues continue to be mailed to the old address.

In Memorium. . .
Edgar O. Horger, III, MD
It was appropriate that Ed entered into eternal life on Christmas Day, 2019. Ed’s father died when he
was just 14 years old, which might have spurred his life of overachieving in all he did. He graduated
from Greenville High School in 1955 and entered Furman University on a full academic scholarship. He
graduated in three years and entered the Medical College of South Carolina in 1958. Furman bestowed
his BS degree after he completed his first year of Medical School. Upon completing his Obstetrics and
Gynecology residency in Charleston, his last year as Chief Resident, he had planned on joining his
uncle’s Ob/Gyn practice in Orangeburg, SC. But God had other plans for him. A diagnosis of insulindependent diabetes during his 3rd year of residency, at age 29, pushed him to stay near an academic
institution. And what a career it was. In July 1969, after completing a two-year NIH fellowship at the
University of Pittsburgh, he returned to Charleston and performed the first maternal-fetal transfusion in
the state of South Carolina. He was instrumental in bringing Ob Ultrasound to SC, started the MaternalFetal Fellowship at MUSC and became a leading authority in the Southeast on high-risk pregnancy. He
spent his entire 32-year career in medical education, research and patient care. He was a Professor of
Ob/Gyn and Radiology at MUSC until he moved to Columbia in 1990. While at the USC School of
Medicine, he became the Chairman of the Ob/Gyn Department until his retirement in 1999. Dr. Horger
was President of the South Carolina Obstetrical and Gynecological Society (1991).
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In Memorium (Cont.). . .
Thomas Clifford Rowland, Jr., MD
Dr. Rowland passed away on July 9, 2020 at his home. He is survived by his devoted wife of 62 years,
Isabelle Hall Rowland. He attended the University of South Carolina where he was Phi Beta Kappa,
President of his fraternity, SAE and the Interfraternity Council. After graduating from the Medical
University of South Carolina and completing a residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology at Bethesda
Naval Hospital, he served in the U.S. Navy at Camp Lejeune. After leaving the Navy, he practiced Ob/
Gyn in Columbia, SC for 36 years during which time he delivered over 4,400 babies. D. Rowland was a
former President of the South Carolina Medical Association, Southern Gyn Society, the South Atlantic
Association of Ob/Gyn and the South Carolina Obstetrical and Gynecological Society (1983). He was a
past treasurer of the American College of Ob/Gyn. For 15 years he voluntarily spent a month of each
year away from his practice as a Field Training Consultant for Johns Hopkins University teaching family
planning in third world countries including Nigeria, Pakistan, Ghana, Afghanistan, and others. Dr. Rowland was awarded the Order of the Palmetto twice and was designated a Distinguished Alumnus of
MUSC in 1994. He was a Professor Emeritus in Ob/Gyn at both the Medical University of South Carolina and the University of South Carolina School of Medicine.
Edward Reaver Cathcart, MD
“Doc” Cathcart, husband of Joan Stephan Cathcart, passed away suddenly on December 6, 2020. Dr.
Cathcart was the senior partner and founder of the Woman’s Clinic in Spartanburg. Dr. Cathcart
attended Duke University and was a member of Sigma Chi Fraternity. Upon Graduation from Duke, he
enlisted in the Marine Corps and went to Parris Island for training. He served in the Marine Corps during the Korean Conflict. After his discharge from the Corps, he went to the Medical College of South
Carolina. He was a member of the medical Honor Society and graduated with honors in 1955. In fact,
he was first in his class. He attended Johns Hopkins Medical School for his internship. He completed a
four-year residency and a one-year fellowship in Ob/Gyn at the University of Florida in Gainesville.
Doc met Joan in Gainesville and they married in 1964 and moved to Spartanburg that year. He practiced
Ob/Gyn for seven years before establishing the Woman’s Clinic in 1971. He continued to practice at the
Woman’s Clinic until 2007. He delivered over 8,000 babies during his career many of which were
second generation infants. He served as Chief of Staff of Spartanburg Regional Medical Center, served
as Secretary/Treasurer and President of the SC Ob/Gyn Society (1992) and was a member of the
Spartanburg County Medical Society, the American Medical Society, the North American Ob/Gyn
Society, Southeastern Ob/Gyn Society, the Southern Medical Association, Southern Ob/Gyn Society,
and was a fellow of ACOG. Dr. Cathcart was a member of First Presbyterian Church for 56 years.
Mary Elizabeth Blanchard, MD
Dr. Mary Elizabeth Blanchard, 92, was born in Charlotte, NC on August 8, 1928 and died December 12,
2020 at her home. Dr. Blanchard was reared in Bishopville, SC and graduated from Bishopville High
School. She received an A.B. degree from Winthrop and an M.D. from The Medical College of South
Carolina. Dr. Blanchard completed a residence program at Temple University in Ob/Gyn and was
awarded an M.S. Degree. She was Board Certified by the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology and enjoyed 30 years of practice in Sumter, SC initially with Dr. R. B. Bultman and many years
with Dr. J. J. Britton. Dr. Blanchard was active in many professional organizations, the AMA, SCMA,
ACOG, the South Atlantic Association of Ob/Gyn and was past-president of the Sumter, Clarendon and
Lee Medical Association, the South Carolina Obstetrical and Gynecological Society (1976) and the
Medical University Alumni Association. In 1995, Winthrop University honored Dr. Blanchard with The
Mary Mildred Sullivan Award which acknowledges outstanding service to the University and humanity.
In 2015, the YMCA of Sumter named her Humanitarian of the Year. She was known for her chocolate
pound cakes and love of tennis and bridge. She played basketball in high school and always claimed she
could outrun her brother, football legend “Doc” Blanchard who played football at West Point and was
awarded the Heisman Trophy in 1945.
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Obstetrical and Gynecological Society
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Berry Campbell, MD - President/Elect
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Amy Crockett, MD - Immediate Past President
Mark Hucks, MD - Past President
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Dawn Bingham, MD - Vice-Chair, SC Section ACOG

Beth Owens, FACMPE
Executive Director
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